
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN RIVER HILLS TURNS 100! 
 

 

 
 Work first began in this 
community by the Lutheran Church 
about the year 1904 or 1905.  
Worship services were held in 
homes and later in a local 
schoolhouse.  This Synod was not 
able to serve as regular as the 
people desired and so when some 
of the members met Pastor G. 
Gehrke, District President of the 
Canada District of the Joint Synod 
of Ohio, they persuaded him to 
take over the Work.  It was under 
the guidance of Pastor Gehrke that 
the congregation was organized 
and the first House of Worship 
built.  As far as we are able to determine, this organization took place in 1907.  According to the memory of some 
of our older members, construction of the Church was started in 1907 and completed in 1908.  
 From the small beginning in 1907, we can now look back through the years and thank God for His blessing 
upon the work begun then as we witness today the continued growth and the many blessings those early 
pioneers, their children and childrenôs children have received.  We thank God that He led our forefathers in faith to 
establish a congregation in which His Word and Sacraments have been faithfully used to bring and to keep many 
in His saving faith. 

 

Centennial Celebrations  

will take place  

the weekend of  

June 8 -10, 2007.  

 
Friday, June 8:  Meet and Greet  - 7-9 
p.m., at the church.  Refreshments will be 
served. 
 
Saturday, June 9:  Banquet at Seven 
Sisters Community Hall.  Cocktails will be 
at 5:00 and Dinner at 6:00. Deadline for 
purchasing tickets is April 30/07.    
 
Sunday, June 10:  Church Service at 

10:30, followed by Picnic.   
 

 

 

   The first church, built in 1907 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, 2007 


